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ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 COME-OO EB-07 INR-07 LAB-04 

NSAE-00 SIL-01 PA-02 PRS-01 USIA-15 /050W 

017800 

R 261235Z JUL 76 
FM AMCONSUL BELFAST 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1365 
INFO AMEMBASSY LONDON 

UNCLAS BELFAST 258 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ELAB, EFIN, UK 

SUBJECT: CONTINUING INCREASE IN ULSTER UNEMPLOYMENT 
REF: (A) LONDON 1 1300, (B) BELFAST A-6 OF MARCH 10, 1976 

1 . NORTHERN IRELAND'S CHRONIC UNEMPLOYMENT PROBLEM CONTINUED 
TO WORSEN IN JUNE WITH THE FIGURES FOR THAT MONTH REACHING 
THE HIGHEST LEVEL SINCE 1940 WITH 60,986 UNEMPLOYED. THIS 
REPRESENTS 11.7 PER CENT OF THE TOTAL JOB FORCE. THE 
SEASONALLY ADJUSTED FIGURE, EXCLUDING SCHOOL LEAVERS, 

STANDS AT 51,800 OR 9.9 PER CENT OF THE WORK FORCE. THIS 
REPRESENTS AN INCREASE OF 13,100 OVER THE SEASONALLY ADJUSTED 
FIGURES FOR LAST YEAR AND INDICATES A STEADILY WORKSENING 
UNEMPLOYMENT SITUATION. THE JULY 20 BELFAST TELEGRAPH, IN 
REPORTING THE BASIC FIGURES, SUGGESTED THAT THEY "TEND TO GIVE 
CREDIBILITY TO TRADE UNION WARNINGS THAT UNEMPLOYMENT COULD 
RISE TO 80,000 BY END OF THE YEAR." 

2. WHEN EXAMINED REGIONALLY THE FIGURES REVEAL MANY POCKETS 

OF SEVERE UNEMPLOYMENT. THE AREA WITH THE LOWEST UNEMPLOYMENT 
OF THE 13 REPORTING DISTRICTS IS BELFAST WITH 8.9 PERCENT 
UNEMPLOYED. FOUR OF THE 13 DISTRICTS, HOWEVER, HAD IN EXCESS 
OF 20 PER CENT UNEMPLOYED AND AN ADDITIONAL FIVE WERE REPORTNG 
UNEMPLOYMENT IN EXCESS OF 15 PERCENT. STRABNE, REFERRED TO 
BY ONE LOCAL REPORT AS A "DYING CITY IN A DYING AREA" CONTINUE 
TO LEAD THE REGION WITH 29.1 PERCENT UNEMPLOYMENT WITH MALE - 
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3. NORTHERN IRELAND RETAINS THE DUBIOUS HISTORICAL DISTINCTION 
OF LEADING THE UNITED KINGDOM IN UNEMPLOYMENT WITH THE JUNE 
TOTAL OF 1 1.7 PER CENT CONTRASTING SHARPLY WITH THE PERCENTAGE 
RATE FOR GREAT BRITAIN (EXCLUDING NORTHERN IRELAND FOR THE SAME 
PERIOD AT 6.1 PERCENT (REF A). MERLYN REES, SECRETARY OF STATE 
FOR NORTHERN IRELAND. HAS ON MORE THAN ONE OCCASION, SUGGESTED 
THAT, EVEN SHOULD THE UNEMPLOYMENT RATE FOR GREAT BRITAIN BEGIN 
TO DECLINE, THERE COULD BE A CONSIDERABLE TIME LAG BEFORE 
THE DECREASE IS FELT THIS SIDE OF THE IRISH SEA. 
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